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Message Text 


SUBJECT: AUTHENTICATIONS BY CONSULAR AGENTS IN MEXICO 


REF: MEXICO 2822 


1 . "NOTARIAL ACT" IS DEFINED IN 22 CFR 29.1 AS "AN ACT 
RECOGNIZED BY LAW OR USAGE AS PERTAINING TO THE OFFICE OF 
A NOTARY PUBLIC". AUTHENTICATION (ALSO KNOWN AS 
LEGALIZATION) IS THE PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE AUTHORITY OF AN 
OFFICIAL OR NOTARY PUBLIC IS ATTESTED TO BY SOME OTHER 
OFFICIAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING RECOGNIZED OUTSIDE THE 
JURISDICTION IN WHICH THE FIRST OFFICIAL OPERATES. 


2. IN THE UNITED STATES, NOTARIES GENERALLY ADMINISTER 
OATHS. TAKE AFFIDAVITS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. AND CERTIFY 
DOCUMENTS AS TRUE COPIES. HOWEVER, THEY DO NOT CERTIFY TO 
THE CAPACITY OF OTHER NOTARIES OR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

I.E. THEY DO NOT PERFORM AUTHENTICATIONS. CONSEQUENTLY, 
AUTHENTICATIONS SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS NOTARIAL ACTS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF 22 C.F.R. 92.4, WHICH AUTHORIZES CONSULAR 
AGENTS TO PERFORM NOTARIAL SERVICES. CONSULAR AGENTS 
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SHOULD REFER REQUESTS FOR AUTHENTICATION TO THE 
SUPERVISORY CONSULAR POST. 


3. EXAMPLES OF DOCUMENTS WHICH MIGHT REQUIRE AUTHENTICA- 
TION ARE SET FORTH AT 7 FAM 834.1. VANCE 
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